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STOP STUDENT LOAN INTEREST 

RATES FROM DOUBLING 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to draw attention 
to the fact that there are only 4 days 
left until Federal student loan interest 
rates double. On July 1, the interest 
rate for 7 million students could rise to 
6.8 percent. Failure to act and to act 
now would add $6.3 billion to students’ 
debt burdens in 1 year alone. 

Frankly, Madam Speaker, this rise in 
rates would happen at a time when our 
young people can least afford it. Our 
young people who are recent college 
graduates have the highest unemploy-
ment rate of any age group in the Na-
tion, and more of them are graduating 
with debt than ever before. In fact, 
two-thirds of the class of 2010 grad-
uated with student loan debt. 

Madam Speaker, this is a real prob-
lem. It should be solved now, and it 
shouldn’t be solved on the backs of the 
working class and the poor. I urge my 
colleagues to join me and do the right 
thing. Let’s stop the interest rates 
from doubling before it’s too late. 

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS’ BENE-
FITS IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 
2012 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). Pursuant to clause 8 of 
rule XX, the unfinished business is the 
question on suspending the rules and 
passing the bill (H.R. 4018) to improve 
the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits 
Program, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5972 
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 697 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5972. 

Will the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) kindly take the 
chair. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5972) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and 
Housing and Urban Development, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2013, and for other 
purposes, with Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (Act-
ing Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose on Tuesday, 
June 26, 2012, the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
BROUN) had been disposed of, and the 
bill had been read through page 74, line 
6. 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Chair, I sub-
mit the following for the RECORD. 
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